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this wicked title, and put me to shame. For though the sins of Gregory deserve such treatment, yet the Apostle Peter has not sinned than he should be so humiliated in your reign. Wherefore again and again I implore you by Almighty God to seek and keep the favour of the blessed Apostle, as your ancestors have done who ruled before you. And do not, for the sins of me his unworthy servant, suffer his honour to be diminished in your city, seeing that he is able, not only to aid you in all things here, but also to remit your sins hereafter.
"It is now seven and twenty years that we have been living in this city beset by the swords of the Lombards. How much we have to pay them daily from the Church's treasury, in order to live among them at all, it is impossible to compute. I will merely say that, as at Ravenna the Emperor has a paymaster for the First Army of Italy, who defrays the daily expenses as need arises, so at Borne for such purposes I am the paymaster. And yet this Church which at one and the same time is incessantly spending so much money on the clergy, on the monasteries, on the poor, on the people, and moreover on the Lombards, must be further burdened with the affliction of all the Churches, which groan bitterly over the pride of this one man, although they dare not speak out openly on the matter/1
In addition to his letters to the authorities at Constantinople, Gregory addressed a lengthy appeal to the Patriarchs of Alexandria and Antioch, entreating them to give him their support in the struggle.1 He described, in language which has a genuine ring, how grieved he was that John, who used to be so modest, so generally beloved, who had been so devoted to almsgiving, prayer, and fasting, should have been so neglectful of humility as by a pompous title, to claim dominion over all the members of the Body of Christ. He repeated his previous arguments, and implored his correspondents to join in resisting an arrogant pretension which was a sure sign of the approach of Antichrist. Let them not fear the anger of the Emperor; " for he fears Almighty God, and will do nothing contrary to the laws of God and the most sacred canons/' Nor need they dread breaking the peace of the Church, since that peace was most truly kept when justice was combined with charity, and hatred of men's vices with love for their persons. It was the
1 Epp. v. 41.